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BUDDING 
Ina SE RM ON preached at Baſingſhaw Church, F: 


erman Atkin,togerher with | | 
the Repreſentative-Ciry, Anno Dom. 1645. 


-On a Day of Humiliation, appointed on purpoſe to ſeek the Lord-| | 
for the repairing of Breaches, and the preventing of fur- 3 * 
ther Differences growinFin the City. 


By Thomas Hill B. D. then. Paſtor g 
Tychmerſh in Northamptonſhire. XL 
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; 2 Cor. 1.12. For our rejoycing i this, The teſtimony of our conſcience, that in :fom=Þ S "%: — Wo 
' plicity and godly fencerity, not with fleſbly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, F*- 
| we have bad our converſation in the world. ; 


Zech.$.19, Love the'Truth and Peace. 


Non piget me (inquit Auguſtinus) ficubi. hzfiro quzrere nec pigebir, ficubi 
erro deſerere 3, Quiſquis ergo hocaudit & legit, ubi pariter lectus ſt | | - 
pergat mecum, bt pariter hefirat quzrat mecum, ubi errorem ſuum cog- 1 
noſcit, redeat ad me, ubi meum revocir me, iſtum ingrediamur fimul eha- | 
xitatis viam tendentes ad eum de quo dium cſt quzrite faciem ejus ſem- 
per. &. Auguſtini, Epift. ad Vincentium. 
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To he Right Worſhipfu 


Alderman of th @ C yo .. 


LONDON, 


A true friend to Religion and Learning, A 
eA bundance of Spiritual Bleſsings in © 
Chriſt. -—— 


0x Who live in the upper end of the world, as. you 
" have the higheſt Truths, ſo have you the richelt 
* 7% Opportunities of cheriſhing, and thereby engaging 
SAY many. T herein indeed you reſemble the Celeſtial 
bodies, Which by lawn and motion covey 4 quickning influence 
downwards , Which natarally occaſions a reciprocal reflexion 


upwards. Unthankfulneſs ro God (Whether he communicate "44 
himſelf to us immediately, or mediately by men and means ) Was © © 
an hateful ſin, even inthe Gentiles ; and the more ingenuons Refi -24s 


the Heathen much decryed it. The unchankful man is a Compen.- "Arvmysla- 
_ dinm of all evils. oe Nut Tw. 2 
It behoveth che party gratified, to be proportionably ſer- SS: 3 
. viceableto him that gratified him, and to begin again, ſaith the'ſyy, vpZar -F 
* Philoſopher : And that Which is much mere, The «Apoſtle Paul yagioduerer. 
Charges it wpen his (oloſſians, Let the peace of God rule in _ Erb. 
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- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

your hearts (/cil. peace with one another, which is from God, 
. 4s. Warring and, fierceneſs among#t Saints 1 certainly. from the 

Col.t. 15- Devil) to which yeare called in one body, and be ye thankful: 
BeaCevims Put alas , Where ſhall I begin to ſay or do any thing propor- | 
cum inſur- tionably ? . ; 
gunt incordi- 

bus noſtris 
turbid affe- 

Fu ire odii \ g7I'P Hs 
 vindife,8c. pleaſe#Foturpmze me, When you Were Lord Major : Herem 
bas pax Dct like the primus Motor, Who does great things wherdy 


debet inſtar ws Us k 
agonothete li- preparation in the ſubjett, I being agg 


ere deep Obligation to make publike ace 

pacem dedu= khmowledgement, and to provoke the whole Univerſity of Cam- 

cere. Daven. bridge, together With my ſelf (Whoſe advantage ts Wrapt up 

in Locum. = heirs ) to ſiudy how to make ſuitable expreſſions of o#r real 
| thanksgiving. 

Your moſt ſeaſonable intention and execution, of enriching 

245 With a Mathematique Lefture (arich Treaſure indeed , tow 

Who had but a Foxr pound ſtipend per annum for eur Mathe- 

matique Leftarer) which is the more noble in you, and Welcom 

ro 5, becauſe one little intimation by me to yop, did but meet; 

ard give a vent to your full inclination, Which Was ready to 

overflow. Something to purpoſe you Would do for Cambridge, 

to advance Learning , onely yo Waited for a fit eccaſion, to 

have it determined to a proper Channel. How greatly indebted 

z the Univerliy of Cambriage to the City of London, That two 

of their eAlderman ſhould contribute ſo liberally to maintain 

| ſuch neceſſary Lefures ? eAlderman Adams ( to Whom the 

Mr. eAby, - Oniverſity ts much obliged for publike, and I for perſonal fa- 

Wheelock a ors) hath beſtowed means to ſupport a Reader of the Arabick 

'very indu- Tongue, ad the other Oriental Languages : The mercy of God 

"r Jall min, yaifing his heart thereunts,ts the ſweeter to us, becauſe We hope it 

Pee > may in time, by Gods gracious diſpenſation, be a means of com- 

parts of Municating the Goſpel, iz ſtead of the Soul-deceiving:Alcaron, 

learning, andrecover many from under Mahomets Impoſtures, and other: 

poor ſeduced ſouls from under the power of darknels , and 

hardneſs of heart. © Oo ES 
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_ Confuſion of Languages Was a cue, whereby one could not Gen.11.7. 


widerſftand another how to build their Babel: But ſuch.a mul- 
tiplying of Languages , that the Apoſtles might communicate A&.1.3,4,8: 
'_ Goſpel-ſecrets to various Nations, was a great Bleſsing , avd 
much advanced the building of Jeruſalem , and pulling down 


S of Babylon. . F 

og ' eAnd Without conbt there is much of God in it, thiittny there 1 

"E ſhould be a more then ordinary inſtint, both znroult Wients to : 

ww minde ſuch Studies, and Benefattors. tail =; and 

19 eſpecially When both meet with ſtaggerin Wore of the 

or learned DoRors of the Jews, Who bes MNNGG their doubts E 
and fears, that all this While they have b8&eluded, and uſed bk 

as their Wits and learning to cloud thoſe Scriptures, Whoſe light now A 

wy begins ts' ſhine "into their mindes, and I truſt in Gods tine will _ 

#} into their hearts. Ao $4 SCESS 

al -T bave it related from wery good hands, That a Citizen of 


: London being in Aleppo, heard a very learned Fewiſh Rabbi, 
”s being fick,, call his people together, Who Wiſhed them very ſe- 
wa rionfly to confraler the divers former Captivities they bad under- 
be- goze for the hardneſs of their hearts, and now one for above 
one One thouſand fix hundred years, the cauſe of Which is doubtleſs y,,. 
et, our unbelief and hardneſs of heart. We have. long looked for 
no the Meſsiah, aud the Chriſtians have believed inone J ® SUS 
Se) of our Nation, Who. Was of. the ſeed of Abraham and David, 
bo and born in Bethlehem , and (for ought We know) may be the 
ted true CMeſsiab ; and that We have ſuffered this long ({aptivity, = 
my becauſe We have not believed, but rejeted him : Therefore my vo 
an advice us, as my laſt Words, That if the Meſsiah Which We ex- b- 
petit, do not come at or about the year 1650. accompting from 
fa the birth of their (hriſt , thew you may know and belitve, T hat 
6 th:s Jeſus is the Chrift, and you ſhall have nowther : And Within 
706 a little time after this ol4 Do#tor dyed. £ 
eLnd now, much honored Sir, that the Lord ſheuld ennoble 
your Spirit zo /e::/e a Mathematique Lefture here, i the more 
welcom to # , becauſe as eAlderman Adams hu: worthy 
Donatton Wi# help to poliſh onr Tongues, enable 1s to receive 
and communicate the choyceff ſecrets, Tour bounty Will help to 
enlarge our mindes, to conſolidate our judgements, Fence 
—_ . : i 
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Eccleſ 9.2. 


" Childefrom 
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Whchematical LeRurer will read the Univere 
grein he may like a good Arithmetician, 
L FF compriſed in this one of yours, and like 
a cks ful Geometiician and Aſtronomer, take the Dimenſions 
and Altitude of your Intentions herein, to your perpetual 
Honor. | h 

And ſhall likewiſe expe, That many (by the bleſsing of the 
Lord) will inherite the fruit of this Donation. The Wiſe God 
hath denied you Children, How can you do better, then make ſ0 
publike 2 good at leaft part of your Heir ? 

T conceive there is much in that of the Lord Verulam, The 
nobleſt works ( ſaith he) and foundations, have. proceeded 
from Childleſs men,which have ſought to expreſs the Images of 
their mindes, where thoſe of their bodies have failed : So, the 
care of Poſterity is moſt in them that have no Poſterity. _ 

I know well Children are, in Jacobs language, pledges of 
Gods grace; yet 1 will be bold totell you what hath much ſa- 
tified my Spirit (my condition herein being yet, by the All- 
diſpoſing hand of Goa, the ſame With yonrs) in the Want of ſuch 
a mercy. | 

\ Fi hath often been the portion of the deareſt Seryants 
of God, ro Want (hildren. 

2, No one childe of God hathreafon to expeRt all mercies ; 
ſome Want Eſtates, ſome Want Health, and to ſome he denies 
Chill-en, | | "a 

3. Childres are but Temporal mercies, and therefore no in- 


fe 8:Lle marks of Gods elefting love: Here all things come 5 


alike ro all. 
4. It 154 "<0 mercy tobe achilde of God, then to have 
od. | 2 - 
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when od GW fork a leſting, hb car give contentajal 
for to be Without it, which makes it no ”. 


It may be God-intends to honor ſack, in making chein 


Ps more iceable, and liberal to ſome publike uſes; whereas 
for the moſt part, their minds who have children are ware ur 
row _ ed and confined to make PRny to the 


ſteric 

if the Lord vouchſafe thus to uſe you, ax 
Spirit tis Way, though you Want Chile 
ſuch Heirs, as will help to enrich ye Dn 
ment, A 
Ton Will pleaſe ( Honored Sir ) to actepr v5 
plain Sermon, "Which you Wonld have Lately 
diately after the preaching of it. T ridw finding it tranſcribed 
U him Who took. it in Characters aid When ak 7 had ofren with- 

00d importunate motions to that purpoſe , yet fi bring threat- 
xcd with the publiſhing of it, by ſome who might probably pre- 
or with him, Trather choſe to overlook, his Nozes (ſo TEAS 4s 
- os pr Werld allow me ) audto anfiver your deſire and theirs; 
hath nothing to commend it, but the plainnefs and 

wad Seadeadlenl of it. 

And Were reconciling Sermons ever more ſeaſoxable then now, 
When there are ſo many Incendiaries in City and | ountrey, yea, 
fuch as worldbtow the coal," and par borh the dom: into 4 
vew flame ? HeWho 15 preat i counſel, ahd wi DT work, pb 
on ſtill (as he hath moſt graciouſly) to diſcover and curſe ſuch 
Plots, and blaſt ſuch Machinationt , according to his gracious 
promiſe, Iſa. 54. h 

What ever (thats ſay or think, Iam convinced,, 'pngbr 
to be ſo fur from qrarrelling With our Brethrey. Mo 
that we ſhould rather proveke one another to bleſs ma for — 
Who firſt appeared with much zealin the cauſe of Reformation, 
Which awakened us Who Were in a deep ſleep of ſecurity, and, I 
dowbt, ſhould have Jwallowed that Service- Book Which they ſo 
reſolutely oppoſed. 


0, ether with 2 


Again , they came in moſt ſeaſonably to help #5, WhenSWe. 


Were verg low pon the loſs of Briſtol. 
TR ee hey Who are _— our Brethren i in-and of Ong 
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wow throw water upon that fire of Contention Which ſo many 
world enkirdle., othermife.( probably ) we gvight have been. in, 
Blogs aud;Confuſion; before, this hawr.... And, Juall we. ſuffer our 
ſelves; by the policies of ſelf. men, to be ingaged aBlevely 1: 


J99n With ſuch, who Would deſtroy both-us and them, and hazard 
thexruine of that. Cauſe, the maintaining Whereef hath coſt fo 
dear. Gad forbid that ever We ſhould ſo much [candalize aud 


t Churches abroad. 


* 


wpbefie 3 Poly Chronicon, That England 


(hall ENIRE £ mes, by Danes, by Normans, ard they 
by Scots 15 Wpzsf6 Conquelt Wil not be Military, 46; 


" PORE, ex oncly Moral and Faderal, bringing 
s wnder the bo of the RD, wvenant With them, . + 
\ Tow have alſo an ancient Hiſtorian, who ſaith, London. one 
of the three Cities of the World which ſhall never be abſolutely 
Conquered. 7 hertily wiſh yow may have no other Contention 
amongF$t you, but that of the Apoſtle Jude , Contend earneſtly 
for the faith which was. once deliyered to the Saints ; and ftri- 
ving by ap. holy .emulation. who. ſbonld moſt, advance.te. holy 


. 


Union of Truth and Love, 'of Righteouſneſs and. Peace,, apd 
who /vall moſt magnifie Jeſus Chriſt in zi Places and Res 
lations. a | 

* Tht, I doubt not, # the every-days work of you ( Honored 
Sir) and of your good Lady ; wherein, that you may abound 
yet more and more, he prays, who i very much" - - 


Tour Wor ſvips obliged Servant, 


mergers» » Thomas Hill | 
; May 29. 1648. 3 RAT? he.» 
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1 John 3.18,19,29,21. 
My little children, let us wot love in Word ner in tongue, but tn 
deed and truth. 
And hereby we knoW that we are of God, and ſaall aſſure our 
hearts before bim. 
For if our heart condemn us, God tu greater then our heart, and 
kzoweth all things. 
WM Zeloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God. 


af He words themſelves are an excellent Sermon, with- 
S375 out any farther enlargement, and eſpecially u 
x2 {uch a day as this is, A praying,and An wniting y 
: J And as Father Latimer began before King Elteard 
theſixth, and his Honorable Councel Ammo Dom. 1550. - I 
ſhould ſay nothing for three or four hours together, bu 
Takg heed, and beware of coveton(neſs, it Would be tins: x 
frange Sermon to a King, yet —_— ſeaſonable ps - 
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2 +» * The beauty and ſweetneſs of an Olive Branchof Pea 
I ſhould onely rake the Apoſtle Fobns Sermon, as ſtory relates 
of him, That when he was grown old, and not ableto preach - 
largely, he was carried into the Afﬀemblies, and he would one= 
ly repeat theſe words, Little children, love oze another. Had 
you no other Sermon this day, but thoſe words repeated over 
and over, if God would bleſs it, that it might make impreſſion 
upon your ſpirits, hope,though a ſhort and unexpected one,yet 
it would prove a ſweet, at lealt 2 very wſeful Sermon : Thus the 
The Sc ip- Apoſtle begins here, My little children, let ms not love in Word, 
oP wn neither in tomgne, but in deed and intruth, Not in word onely, 
negativcly There is a great deal of Lip-/ove : Not in tongue onely, there 
which :re to t$a great deal of Complemental- love, where there is no hearty, 
be under= no Real-love : But how (ſhould we love ? Indeed and in truth, 
ft-od onely that men might ſpeak their hearts, and aR their hearts, and 
<+ a8 ag expreſs rheir hearts, in the love they do pretend ; this is Chrifti- 
an love indeed. . 
Three Arguments the eApoſtle new here uſes to engage this re- 
clity of their affetion one to another. 
1. Hereby we know that We are of the truth * All Gods chil- 
- &drenare ſuch children as do indeed love one another, they have 
an i»/tint that carries them to it, and this will be a clear diſco- 
very that you are of the truth; ze children indeed, no 
baſtards, truly begotten again by the Spirit of God : Hereby we 
know that weare paſſed from death to life, becauſe we love the 
brethren( ſaith Fohn ) Eph.1.3,14-yea Chriſt goes higher, 7oh. 13. 
35. Hereby ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples if ye have 
loze one to another; that is one very ſtrong argument that might 
-  beſpeak your mutual affeftion : To have a clear evidence that 
you are Gods children, whatſoever ſad news you ſhould hear p 
upon earth, if you had but a demonſtration from heaven of that 
rhis day, it would be worth more prayers and tears, then I 
doubt you or I ſhall powr ozt before the Lord, ; 

A ſecond Argument is this, And ſball afſure our hearts before 
bim* Have a ſweet contidence,a ſtability of Spirit, though there 
bea ſca'of trouble withour, yer here will be a #ofſom2=474, ſomes _ 
thing within that will fix and ſercle therſouk there thou mayelt.. 
caſt anchor, and he ſafe , having a perſwaſion, having an uſa; 
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rance before God, however unſettled before 'men, and # a 
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and Brotherly Accommodation. 
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and flowing, and riſing and falins, now good news, and then 


bad news, that damps, that dathes all ; yet do but love one 
another in deed and in truth, as you ought to do, and you ſhall 
have aflurance before God. 

A third Argument he uſes in the 22. Verſe, e Ld What. 
ſoever we ask,, Wereceive of him : This would be an admirable 
hint this day, if yon and I con{d gather ſuch an evidexce out of 
the Word of Ged, that we may be aſſured, That whatſoever We 
ash_, we ſhall recerve : We come to ask great matters, and to 
beg great things of God this day and now to have an earveſt-peny 

ons Heaven, that as ſure as you make prayers, ſo ſure your 
prayers ſhall be anſwered ; would not this be an excellent ad- 
vantage ? He tells you upon what terms, If you do but love one 
another in deed and in truth. Theſe are the three Arguments 
to demonſtrate this truth,and quicken to this duty. 

But now for the 2. Argument, asthe Apo/?/e amplifies it,and 
indeed thoſe are the words that I (hall infilt upon, What a very 
great advantage now is it to have this aſſurance before God 
(faith he) in the 21, Verſe, Beloved, if onr heart condemn us 
met, then have We confidence towards God: If you have clear 
hearts before God, if you have not a ſelf-condemning heart, 
but upon the examination of your ſelves, and weighing your 
own ſpiritual condition in the ballance of the SanQtuary, you 

can finde your fove is weight, it is not counterfeir, copper love, 
when you bring it to the couchſtone ; but you are indeed 7anght 
of God to love one another, you may have confidence towards 
God ; But on the other fide, if owr heart condemn us, God is 
greater then our heart, and knoweth all things : But when you 
come to examine your hearts, your hearts cry guilty, and have 2 
ſelf-condemning heart, Oh ! woful is your condition ! If your 
heart that is dark and ignorant, and knows but a little of your 
ſelves, if it condemn you and fly in your face; you muſt 


know you have to deal with the great God of heaven and earth, Amos 4.13. 


be kxoWs all things ; and if your own heart condemn you, you 
will be condemned with a witneſs,with a vengeance indeed, if not 
\ ovely your own hearts, but Ged himſelf ſhould condersn you, : 


*:And To you have ſome ſhort and general reſolution of the: 
Fyords, out of theſe two Verſes, : 
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4 T he beauty and ſweetneſs of an Olive Branch of Peace, 


I have four ſhort Propoſitions,and I will name them,and yp. 
on every one of them very briefly ſpeak ſomething, as near as I 
can (as God'ſhall dire) ſuitable to this day. 

The firſt Propoſition is this, 

T hat the heart of man hath a ſelf-condemning, and a ſelf-ab- 

ſolving poWer. | 

Secondly, T hat God knows our own very hearts, yea, and more | 
hy us, then we know oy our ſelves. | 

Thirdly, If or oWn heart do condemn us, it is an evidence of 
greater condemnation from the All-ſearching Gad, | 

Fourthly,- If our own heart do abſolve us, it is an evidence of 
acceptation before God. | 

Theſe four Points lie obviouſly abeve ground in the | 
words : pe | 
And we will begin with the firſt. I have but a very little to | 
fay on that, onely to uſe it as a Key to open the door to what | 
oltows :. | 
F. Obſer. © The heart or conſcience of man hath a ſelf-condemning, aud 
LL {elf- ab[elving Power. 
2 If our heart condemn us not, that is,excuſe us,abſolve us-; the 
rn heart of man or conſcience, for they are doubtleſs the ſame | 
bring de here: Conſcience (that is) a praftical power of the ſoul, bearing 
ſemet ipſo pro Witneſ's of our ſelves and attions, according to the knowledge of 
ut ſubjicitur Gods Law : God hath given to man, not onely a power of 
_ Dei. kyewing , but likewiſe a conſcience; a power of knowing to- 
LC. ,, gether 95th Ged, a recoyling and reflefting upon our own 
Ct ations ,, and upon our eſtates ; the judgement of man re- 
Conc}. c.1. fleing upon himſelf, as he is under, and ſubje to the judge- 


ovveiyois ment of God; this is that conſcience here, the heart : The 
con(cieutia. 


and principles ; does enable us to make an application of thoſe 
praftical principles, to our own particular caſe : And hereupon 
it is, that every man, though never bred up to be a Logician in 
the Schools,yert knows how to make Sy/ogi/mcither pro or con, 
for or againſt himſelf : Every. body will be able. to ſay this,-.. 
He that walks wuprightly', he that Lives the life of faith, he fall 
be /aved ; there's a general principle laid downin the word of =! 
God; then the heart does aſſume , but I through the gras i 


{ 
{ 
| 
l 
Lord gives us a praQtical underſtanding, a practical knowledge, 
t 
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and Brotherly Accommedation, = © © 5 


PSS : 2 — : 
of _— defire to walk, uprightly , I am. taught to believe on 
Chrilt, | | 
In the firſt propoſition, there the heart is(as it were) book a 
volums full of Principles; Here in the ſecond propoſition,there Rom, 2.15. 
itis a witneſ7, it bears witneſs together with God, knows with * © 
him,what its own condition is,0r what its ations are; and there- 
fore in the concluſion it is a 7-dge, I ſhall be faved,and I ſhallbe 
accepted by him : Every one that is unrighteous, and ſo lives, 1 1ch.3.2e. 
and ſo dyes, againſt him God is thus provok'd ; but Tam ſo and 
ſo, therefore againſt me: No wnrighteons perſon hall inherit 
the Kingdom of God ; but I am unrighteous, therefore I cannot 
come there : Every man or Woman, be they never ſo ignorant 
(in this or in any other Aſſembly) hath ſuch a power Within 
them, God hath implanted in their mindes ſuch a power, ſet 
ap ſuch a light in thy ſoul, asthat thus far thou mayelt be 
udge of thy ſelf, and thy own aftiovs, that thou canſt either 
condemn or "_ thy ſelf, p 
If your heart, if your Conſciences have a poWer of {elf-con- 
Fees» and ſelf-abſolving ; 4 off Wc 
Then it is goed to obſerve your Conſciences, and be ſure 1, U/e 
to make your Conſcience your friend, and minde (likewiſe) as of Inftru- 
carefully, what conſcience ſays to you: As you in your Ciey Rion. 
Tran{aftions, 1 make no queſtion, but you preſerve Records, and CO"(#enti4 
what A&s paſs, or Orders, or Decrees (or whatſoever youcall after 
them ) at Four meetings, at your Commmox-Connce! with the Fn 
Court of Aldermen, becauſe yeu would be able to read over 
the Story, to know how jultly things were done, and what may 
be a Rule for the time to come, &c. Let us beas careful tokeep Framm ante, 
the Records of (onſcience, and to obſerve upon every occafion 42m; poſe 
what your hearts ſay, what conſcience ſays: For be you fare of ?**% 
this,that Conſcience hath 'a ſelf-abſolving.and a ſelf. condemning 
power; and though it may be now thou little mindelt it,here- 
after when thou comelt to dye, then Conſcience Will rub up thy 
Memory ; ſurely, you lived under ſuch a Miniſter, and ſuch 
Ttems you had given you, and thus Conſcience did work; and 
ſometimes. you 'were. almoſt perſwaded , with grippa,' and Ads 26.28. 
looked Heaven-ward , and. ſaw your errors, and were'g/ | 
F*1/waded to turn over a new leaf; but ill thou /arochereſt 
TS 5 | | © ..4Conſciences 
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The beanty and feweetneſs of an Olive Branch 


{onſcience. O this will be a ſad thing, if thy Conſcience comes 
in againſt thee another day, it will not onely be 4 thouſand 


of Peace, 


I 


Conſciertia ppitneſſes, but a thouſand eArmies to deſtroy thee over and over , 
= - pred i; look to it now, how you approve your ſelyes, even to-yonr 


own Conſcience: And let me here by the way ſuggeſt but 
this to you, Suppoſe you make a few ©#eries to Conſci- 


ence now, and allow Conſcience likewite ro make ſome 


Ours tO you. 
I. Quzre. What ſtewards have you been of all the Talents 
that God hath committed to your hands ? Ft , 
orxeTHs Gt A ſteward (fay the Lawyers) isa ſervant which is went to 
£4549 tx- ſet forth his Maſters good for advantage : What ſays Conſci- 
_ __ ence?Many of you are crowned with gray hairs,and havebeen 
pf *” advanced to Places of great Power in the Ciry, and you have 
lived upon the goodneſs of your God, it may be ſome of you 
Ir is requi- fifty,fixty years,or more,and a great ſtock of Talents hath gone 
red in tte- through thy hands, and thou ſhouldſt have been trading faith- 
wards, that 2 fylly for thy God all this while , what account now can you 
{4 ich. £1ve to Conſcience ? Suppoſe you were now to keep conſcience 
ful. counting houſe (for you will allow the word, to ſpeak it in your 
own language) I would it were more frequent to keep a Soul- 
counting houſe, as well as for your Eſtates; a-Cloſet for your 
conſciences, and enter in there : Thus long I have lived in the 
world, how much have I lived to my God (we live indeed fo 
much,as we aQ for God, and no more) what ſays Conſcience ? 
Diu fuitpa- There have many men been in the Wor/d a great While, and yet 
run vixit, [;yed but alittle While,and it may be ſcarce begun to live yet, but 
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Gith Sen. of 1; e1to themſelves, and to their /xfts, and to the ſervice of fin, 


_ [emper and to the drudgery of Satan all this while ; =m ant accomm 


incipiunt vi- of thy ſtewardſhip, ſuppoſe that were thy word in Zeke 16. 2. 
vere. Sen. Jhat ſays ctnſcience now?l doubt it'would almoſt ſtrike ſorne of 

you dead, while you were alive, if you had but a rea! Swws 
As 24. 25- 390xx indeed; that this were your laft day': O'! then Conſcience 


would work ftrongly , and make yon tremble as Fe/;xy' and 


look pale, if you did believe thar God would break the threed _ 
of thy {fe ſuddenly : Suppoſe thou wert 4 ayd# an, what | 


ſays Conſcience > Haſt thou been' « faithfof Poward 7- Cant 


thou-give.a- good and fincere accoutit' of thoſe T7 
God hath berruſted thee with? | 
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| 2+ Quere. Let me put-this as a ſecond Quere, what wile 
thou fay to thy conſcience, | 3 0 
How haſt thou anſwered all thy Vows, and Proteftations, and 
{ovenants , and all the-Pnrpoſes and Promiſes that you have 
»ade ? And canſt thou fay reſolutely wich him, P/al. 56. 12. 
Thy VoWvs are upon me, I Will render praiſes unto thee ? Or that 
thou haſt done fo ? | 
Many of you might fay, not onely with the P/ahmift , Thy 
Vows are upon me, but thy Proteſtations and thy (ovenants ; 
yea (it may be) have entred into a curſe to Walk, in Gods Law, 
as they in Nehemiah, Chap. 10.29. The Lord knows that very 
oreat Ooligations he upon many of you : How many P«blike 
Faſting-aays have you had ? not-a day but you did , or ſhould 


renew your Covenant With God : How many Communion-days 


have you had ? not a Communion day but you either did, or 
ſhould renew your, Covenant With your God : Some of you are 
under ſome Obligation or other, and under the Obligation of 
the Solemn Leagne and Covenant: How have you anſwer- 
ed all theſe in advancing the g/ory of God, and the Paublike 
g00d,and the carrying on'the Work of a Scriptare-Reformation, 
what ſays conſcience ? 

3- Quare. Further, if this Quzre ſhould be propoſed, Hew 
can you Waſh your hands of the guilt of other mens (ins ? What 
would you that are the Repreſentative City ſay to that now? 
Suppoſe that all the Drarkenneſ/s, and all the Sabbath-break:> 
;ng,and the »»cleanne/s,and the prodigious Wickedne/s that hath 
been commirted in the City, and in the Suburbs up and down 
upon the Sabbath-day, and in other places where the Govern- 
went of the City hath had,oor may have influence: Suppoſe this 
ſhould allnow be laid at your deor this day. I fay, the Zord 
Major, the Cornrt of «Aldermen, the Common-(, ouncel-men, 
and they that had the Government of the City, they are ac- 
countable to God, for all the Oathes, and Uncleanneſles, and 
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The beauty and ſweetneſs of an Olive Bri of Peace, 3 


Oathes chat you may be guilty of perſonaly, and beſides all you 
ſecret aickaoyo chic A. marie les of, and beſides the 
7njuſtice and Prophaneneſs that your own hearts accuſe you of : 
Do yonnot think that many of the Ciry-abomivations (Imean 
thoſe commbn abominations that are committed by divers in 
the City) may be charged mpon the remiſs Government of the 
(ity, even in a great meaſure : It is good for you now to ask 
conſcience,when you come to humble your ſouls before God,and 
to deal more ſeriouſly with him; and I hope you will now allow 
your Miniſters to deal faithfully and plainly with you, as in the 
frghr of the Zord, who will jadge both Miniſter and people at 
the great Day ; Had younot need pray with the good old Fa- 
ther, Lord, forgive me my other mens (ins? 

4. Quz.Let me adde this Quzre,whar ſays Conſcience of thi? 

Many of you, I think I may ſay (if I ſhould be miſtaken in 

the Aﬀairs of the City, you will pardon one that lives at ſuch a 
diſtance) are all Publike perſons in ſome degree, that have any 
thing to do with the Government of the City « What will con- 
ſcience ſay to this now ? What ends, what ayms have- you had | 
in all your publike undertakings *? Whether hath SeIF or Pab- 
like been molt advanced 2 What fays Conſcience to this plain | 

uzre? (remember your hearts, your conſciences have a ſelf- 
abſolving, or a ſelf-condemning power ) You are moſt happy 
fouls, if upon good grounds indeed, your conſciences do now 
2bſolve you,and can ſay, O | Conſcience tells me I havebeen a 
good Steward ; and Conſcience tells meT have obſerved my. 
Vows and Covenants ; and Conſcience tells me thatT am inno- 
cent I have no other mens ſins to reckon for, or at leaſt I have : 
put them off my ſelf ;»:proving my power againſt them, or by my 
repentance for neglett thereof : And Conſcience does not fly in 
my face, I have had a P#blike ſpirit in Publike Employment ; 
happy are thoſe ſouls (Would We had more ſuch: ) Tamafraid - 
there are but few that can indeed waſh their hands in innocency 
in this Afſembly ; but there is a great deal of work for repen« * 
tance. Know,that one of theſe two things will certainly be, Ei- 
ther you muſt plead innocency at the day of Fudgement, or plead 
repentance, otherwiſe you are utterly and everlaſtingly undont's; 
Conſcience will never abſolve, unlefsthere be an ablgkiteinns- 
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ou have made his righteouſneſs yours: How the caſe Kands 
| gn God and-you, Let. God. and. Conſciexce be Judge. 
| T propoſe but theſe things briefly to you, that may a /irrle 
aWaken you to conſider your ſelves : You expect I ſhould come 
to the next Propoſition. | 
You have heard, that the heart of mans conſcience hath a 
fel-condemning, and a ſelf-abſolving power :'The ſecond Ob- 
ſervation follows ; | 
That even the great God knoWs all things; take the wo Obſerv. 
(if you pleaſe) plainly as they lie : The great God hath an all- 
ſccing, and all-ſearching eye, He knows all things ,.even more 
then our hearts and conſciences do know by our ſelves. © | 
If God hath given conſcience ſuch a ſelf-condemning power. 2 U/c, 
Then ; | 244 54  Caucion. 
Beware of B affling your conſciences, and of arming thens 
againſt themſelves. Remember , Q.remember often with fear 
and trembling, the fad conditianfvF 7«dar, as ſet forth by Mar. 27. 3, 
Matthew : His conſcience was awakened when ie-was too late, +5 
then our. of horror ran and confeſſed his fin, to them who had Verſe ;. 
employed and involved him ; He brought the thirty pieces to Verſe 4. 
the chief prieſts and elders, crying, 1 have ſinned in betraying in- 
yocent blood, and they ſaid, What is that to us, ſee thou tothat ; 
did they pity him,and endeavor to relieve him ? no ſach matter. Xoxe, 
(Who would joys With the Devils ſervants, who Will leave'nr in of 
the Iurch, when they have engaged and entangled us | How much - erect : 
better to cloſe with the ſervants of the moſt High, Who will be the three 
found a preſent help in time of need, Plal, 46. 1.) They rather parts of Po- 
help to plunge him into'deep deſpair (Which with bis own ter- pilh r 
rified conſcience,coming in as a ſwift Witneſs and impartial 7ndge felon Cor q 
againſt him) he hangs himſelf in a ſullen diſcontent, and With ,crion, md 
the ſwing fell afunkr in the midſt, aud all his bowels. guſhed fatisfaRion, 
our, Ats 1.18. (which the learned conceive the beſt Expoſition yet not fa- 
to reconcile the ſeeming difference in Matthew and Lake about. ''08 "<pent- 
the maner of das his death (and ſo he Went: to his own place, Gumthes 
verſe 25s) [1 : Harmon, on 
Let mecloſe this Uſe with a pertinent ſtory out of Dama- ARs 1. 18, 


and C4p. 13s 
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ſcene , of a man who had three F _ one be conrted much, Dandſcen. 


| been or a ſincere repentance and faith in Chriſt,. whereb 
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LO he beauty aud fmeetneſs of anOlive Branch of Peace, if 
and ſufficiently gratified the other, but the third he. much neg= © 
lefted ; and being afterWard Arreſted, he ſent to his two frienk, 
When: he had extertained with ſe much kindeneſs, to reſcue hins ;, 
they both refuſed :* and then he was conſtrained to fly wnto the 
third, his poor negletted deſpiſed friend, or clſe he muſt to Priſon, 
and there rot in miſery. Thou haſt humored Appetite, and 
pleaſed Srrife (two very deceitful friends) and abuſed poor 
Conſcience wretchedly ; and yet when God ſends a1) Fudge fo 
ſeize on thee (unleſs that be thy friend ta Ged, ſpeak a 
good word by Way of teſtimony. for thee) thou wilt eternally 
rot in Helliſb torments, O be ſure to deal tenderly and kindely 
with thy. Conſcience. * 

This place will clear it, as to the heart, and the moſt ſecret 
turnings of it, Heb.12.13. The Wordof Gods quick and power- 
ful, and ſharper then any two-edged ſword, piercing even te the 
dividing aſunder of foul and fpirit, and of the joynts aud. mar- 
row, and is 4 diſceruer of the thoughts, and the intents of the 
heart : Heb.4.1 2,13... \oithies i there any thing, that 14 wot ite 
uifeſt-36 bis. fight ; but all things are 1aked and open unto the eyes 
ef bins Yuth Whors we have'to ao, to givean account... © 
There are many people wonder when they come to hear a 

Sermon, how the Miniſter comes to know their ſecrets; and 

ſometimes you ſhall have a hearer, as he goes out of the Af 

fembly, ſay, This man, though a ſtranger to me, hath read over 
the:ſfory of woy Hife, and as1f he had been acquainted with my 

| Goſome ſerrets all my time, T had them diſcovered tome in this 

x1Tuire, Sermon ;. how comes this. to paſs? it maybe you will think 

fome oac hath been converſing with the Miniſter , and he hath 
; conſulted with. ſome of my friends ; and this is the Calwmny 
_--- thatis often. raiſed : It cannot be ſo; for ſometimes a Mint- 

-  »: +. Rercomes todifclole the thoughts thou hadlt in thy Conntig- 
Note © boxſe,on thy horſe-back when alone, it may be thou ſhalt ve. 
*K&"** thoſe thoughts laid open in. a Sermon ; how is. this > becauſe. 

to the Minifter brings the word that. 75. quick, and: piercing, as the 

|  alt-ſeejng God himfelf, that pierces between the hones and the 

:>  -. arrow, Which you know are as cloſe together as youcan 1mas- .. 
" * gine;; yea 'and a daſcerner of the thoughts and intents of the. 
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heart : Where you ſee God docs not onely: know: what weday 
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bit he £40 What We Would ds , he knows onr very Hom Berne 


and intents. 1tis not an ordinary ſtvice that you arenow up- 
On this day, an extraordinary Fa y, and Priyirig=da + 
4nd upon ati extr{ordinary otcafion for ion': 1 do fibt t&- 
member that ever you had fuch a ohe' for the whole City be: 
fore ; indeed, one Copy you had from tht Hdmvable Houſes of 
Purliament : What intents you have itrit, whence the motiart 


onely what weeds, bit why we do it, and for whit we'ds it : 
what ingredients there are in all our affons, which tre ca 


always diſcover, the heart being deceirful in all thingy, Who tan tex. 15.910. 


know it : ; ! ; "OY ay 

2+ God knoWs more by td 1 04r attinht, thin all the ment fu he. 
World can know : For there are many ctoſer-aions; tittry {64 
cret #QRiotis in our retirements; and cherefore wal might the 
Apoſtle ſay here, God knows all chinzs, more then all 'menant 
Angels: The Devi/ watches you, and he knows a gretr deat + 
and eAvgels may be Witneſſes of many of yonr ations: wht 
you may have Friends that may watch over your, tit now! 
much by you ; bar God knows more then all the nien of the 
world, ſet ther all together : and rhat willappezr, it may be, 
when you come to dye,then you read over a Story of yout ow 


lifeand conterfation, which you had forgotten, and your X1;- 
ater 6r others conld not put you'in tminde of, onzty God' firs” 


op Conſeience, he that knows the heart, all the ifftes of it” and 
the Cotifcience ; knows more by you at thar' time efifighened 
<2 . C2 
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| by God, then all mendo: And therefore you finde that ſome 
CMurthers have been diſcovered (I had almoſt aid) in a mira- 

culous way, when they have been concealed a great while, the 

Lord in a_ moſt wonderful way hath brought them to light + 

whence is this > God knows all things, all our aRions ; as, 7 

know thy works, ſeven times repeated in the Prefaces to the 

ſeven Epiſtles to the ſeven Churches, Revel. the 2. and 3. 

-Capter. | 

hs Yea, that God knows more good and evil by us, then 

we know by our ſelves, will appear at the day of Judgement : 

You ſhall - this now -- 4s NN there at the laſt 

: Judgement, what ſays Chrilt, 7ox fed me When 1 Was hungry, 
Migrca5-3 42 and youclothed me When I Was -_ ;z Come ye bleſſed fs 
Ce »4'> Father : And heſaysto the other, Depare ye cmrſed ; for I was 
in priſon, and ye did not wifit me, &c. God knows more good 

by his ſervants,then they know by themſelves ; and God knows . 


more wickedneſs by wic n, then they know themſelves. 
Iam perſwaded there ands of Prayers ſome of you 


have put up, and you haven ten them, God knows thens 

Mal.3:16, . every one, and hath them all ina Book, of Remembrance ; and 
there is many a $i many of us hath committed, that we are ſo 

Deur.3 2.32, far from Repenting of them, that we have forgotten thems ; but 
33234 God remembers <1 thoſe fins, unleſs we remember them o in 
the general, fo as to lay hold upon him by a _ Faith to re- 

. gent of them, or they will come to be remembred. Many a tear 
faſt thou dropped in thy Prayer , and, it maybe, let fall many 
a fix pence to poor people,and ſpoken many good Words in good 
Meetings, and a little ſpark fired the whole company, and one 
little grain of /ced, came up to mavy a hundred ; thou haſt for- 
gatten this, I, but God remembers it, He /ces all things, I 


Tob I fol 7« 


muſt ; 
 epplic. Andhere,if you will give me leave to approve my ſelf to 
Ged, and to your Conſciences, and to deal molt nakedly and 
Uſet. plainly with you ; andin the Application of this, to put you 
upon conſidering your own Ways, and laboring clearly, and di-. 
ftinitly, and impartially ow te know your ſelves, God knows 
all things, and therefore I heartily delire,that as ever you would 
finde fayor in the eyes of God , that you may know your 
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own ſelves ſo dearly, 
brought to humble your ſelves, and to. make your peace With 
God ; God knows how it is. The counſel the Prophet Haggas 
givesin Hag.1.6,7. Now ſays the Lord of Hoſts, conſider your 
ways, ſet your hearts upon your Ways : It is part of our buſi- 
ww to pxeach to you this day upon a day of Humiliation, to 
put you upon this, that you call back your hearts, and ſet them 
upon your ways. And I ſhould think ita great mercy of God, 
if he would pleaſe ſo far to accept poor endeavors, as to whil- 
per it into yourears, even the greateſ#- perſon in the Congrega- 
tion, if God wonld but ſug of fnoka ro thy ſoul, —_ 
back thy heart te thy ways, that thou mighteſt fix upon the ſtory 
of thy life, from thy minority, thy yonger days, to thy gra 
hairs, ops dies, this is this days work, God knows all. I confeſs, 
when I was firſt invited to this Employment, I thought it had 
been onely a private day, that the Repreſentative City had been 
onely here preſent ; and poſſibly uld then have ſpoke of 
ſome things, that according to tl of Prudence will not 
be ſo fit now to lay open, here ixt Auditory, and, it 
may be , ſome that will make advantage of the diſcovery of 
your miſcarriages. But you will give me leave to ſay what is 
ſeaſonable to lead you to know your ſelves, 
 AndTIwillfirſt begin with you in your own perſonal condi- 
tion, and beſeech you to lay this thought by you, That God 
knows every man in the Aﬀem 
{ommun-Conncel-men(for to you addreſs my ſelf )God knows 
you in your greateſt intimacy, | | 

In all your perſonal Ways as you are men,as you are Chriſtians; 
He knows you in all your Family-relations , what ſincerity 
there is in the bottom of the heart therein : The Lord knows 
that it may be ſome of thy Neighbors may cenſure thee for an 
Hypecrite, and think all thy Rel:zgion is but Oftentation, thou 


what is amiſs by you, that you may be 


bly, Lord Major , eAldermen, Dem eft inti- 


makeſt a great ſhew : If thy heart be ſound in Gods Statutes, Phal.nrs, 


benot di 
needeft not be aſhamed. And on the other ſide, LOW beeſt a 
BN giofoe, complementing Hypocrite, and if thou t att a 
on t is Religeon, and haſt icky rongue tipt with ſome Goſpel 
35 Lagugs, E honing and out-living ſo many Miniſters, and if - 


thou 
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couraged, go on in thy way, God knows it, and thow 30: 
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| As 2 Sam. 


Miniſters 


eſpecially 


of heart, 


Tcrtul-. 


may be plain 
with hearcrs; 


upon days © 
Hu 


praiſing Go 


&ſrover thee in due time. And in all your relations God knows 
what you are, poſſibly fome may be charÞ;p Nabalrto' ther 
N e:ghbors ; God knows itiF it beſo: Po fore thay he 
hard-hearted Pharaohs td their ſervants ; God knows it if it 
be fo : Poſſibly ſonie may be cruel Tyrants to their Wives ; God 
knows that likewiſe : And poſſibly fome may be fond E's ts 
their Children, = po to them in wicked and ungodly cout- 
fes, and when they ſhould corre them, and whip them, onely 
ask them, #hy didft thou ſo, my childe ? O look upoh your 
ſelves in all your relations, the Lord who with a candle conld 
ſearch Yeruſaens, can fearch every corner of your ſouls, and 
know-how it is with you. 

God khnoWs how it is with you iu your ſhops too, Whether you 
have any falſe Weights and meaſures, Or atiy dark deluding Win- 


dows, or any adulterate Wares ; and thoiigh you Will not ſwear - 
er you will not equivorate a lye in © 


(perhaps) God know 
your Trading, You V gr with it this day, we corhe to 
fpeak out, and to difcov@ You to yorir ſelves and that as Gel 
knoWs all, you 1may know all, and fall down before God When any 


f thikis ſpall be amiſ3, O whereis that Table-edifying diſcourſe 
cg 44 (the beſt ſawce to your meat) The Pritnitive Saints had three 
Aft. 2.40.4. 
They did car 
heir meat revd 0 : | 
wich eladnes yea, in reputation amongſt Chriſtians in all ages. Go then 
and ſinglenes from your houſes, from your ſhops ; Come alotig to the Er+ 
; Change ; God knows what exchanges you have rthete, what 


diſhes which made them grow fat. O where is the fadRifying 
of the Lords day, that hith been in faſhion amorigft the Szinrs, 


paſſions, whit yes, what frothy diſcourſes , what corrupt com- 
munication there is, God knows all this; and how much pre- 


cious time is miſ-ſpent there, fometirhes upon the Lords day ; 


God knows all this: And what IHilignant Principles are 
ſometimes propagated there, and how then may leaven one an- 


other, even in their converſing there together, they go and pre« 
tend to mike bargains, and trade together : Iknow not how: | 
to ſpeak in a Ciry-laugwage, but others think many titnies they. ? 
much p#trifie one another, and drive the devils trade there; 
there bh any ſuch Deſign on foot, God kyows it, and God grant? 


you may know it. 
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| And when you come to your Offices, it may be ſome are 


Conſtables, or Sequeſtrators, or of the Excize-Office, &c. I 
canngt fall upon all, what traffiquing there, whether you trade 
more for the State, or for your ſelves, or when you are in pub» 


like office, God knowggt; Oh! and many a poor /#bje# in Eng- 


laud knows it; how many eltates have been undone, and in pre- 


tence (indeed) ye come to ſequeſter for the Publique, but God . © 
knows how little of this the Publique bath had; i may be here , . 
is a fine Cabiver, then Mh a Wife mult have it; and here is a fine There arg, ©” 
Looking £14/7,ty wife ſhall have this at ſuch « price ; and here many AY $ 

y hed, my Love ſball have that ;. God and ConſcienS4" Mil | 


15 a goed} ave hall 
knows theſe things : And let every one knock. at their 


—_— _—_— 
God knows, I ſpeak i his fi8he, without reference & any 12... 
one, onely there arbiſuch diſcourſes as theſe, wherever it to car tor- 


. 


falls. | 


AEST... | 
Furthermore, whew-you have a great truſt committed to frvit- 


you ; it may be a Publique Officergita Congregation will ga- 
ther a great deal of Aoneys, Godimanys whether there hath 
not been ſometimes corrupt dealing 5Wt may be we will go and 
fealt, and be thus jolly, and the poor Pariſh ſhall pay for all; 
and then we will have the Poors {olleftions, that muft make it 
vp ; God knows whether there be not roo much over-laſhing 
many times in things of this nature ; But they that are in Office 
can bear it out, and know too often how to ſpare themſelves, 
and lay the greateſt load upon the weakeſt horſe. Theſe things 
are all naked before the All-ſceing God. 

And then when you come to wake Levies, and gather Taxes, 
as you have been much put to it, ſince theſe ſad Troubles began, 
whether my Brother, Couſin, Friend muſt not be ſpared, and 
many times a Parliament friend pinched more then a©alig- 
x4yt ; God knows all theſe things, and I wiſh youmay, enquite 
iato yau ſelves, and take notice of it. E215 
veg'you come (then) to. your Churches , God knows 
ubat carriage there is ſometimes in the Yeſtry, when you-:come 
pe a Lefarer ; I mult,haye ſuch a one , Qh, he is a 

Fiend ofiimy friends ; and one man will have him upon another 
-. Fretonice, it-may be: becauſe. he thinks he will /ro0th him , afid 
flatter kin, and keep him in generals enely ; and w—_ man- 

F7: "draws: 
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The beauty and ſweetneſs of an Olive Branch of Peace, 

draws off, and will not have ſuch a man, becauſe he thinks he A 
will come too cloſe; whether your hearts be fairhful and up. 
right in your choyces of ſuch natures : ſtill T mult cell you this, 
God kyows, and therefore do you look to it. 

And then when. you come to the Adminiſtration of the Wor- 

ſhip and Service of God in your Congregations, God knows 

_ 2-4 how patient divers of you have been at many pollutions a great 

5** * - While, that hath coſt E»g/and very dear; now God knows 

how ready you were when the Prelates were in their r#ff, to 

comply with them in their A/tar-Prayers, and Trinckets, and 

Ter the like ; that The Prophets propheſre falſly , and the Prieſts 

"Lai, 50> bear rule by their means, and the People love to have it 0: 
All theſe things are naked before God. 

And God knows what a ſecret axtipathy of heart there riſes 
in many of you, againſt the work of Reformation , and that 
there ſhould be now (ſtrift proceedings, and. your Congrega» 
tions purged of all Scandalous and Ignorant perſons, kept from 
polluting the holy crhingga{God: Oh | how many inveRtives 
are there made; s men inveigh againlt Preſbyzery, 
and ſometimes againſt /»dependency, and the plain Englith of 
both is, becauſe they cannot indare the ſtriftneſs of either, be. 

cauſe they (hall not have ſo much e/bow rooms for their luſts, nor 
be ſo impure wicked as formerly ; but the E/derſhip and Mi 
»iſter will now make a more exaRt Scrutiny then: heretofore, 
and this makes them angry : And becauſe they have taken the 

- Covenant, they will not appear againſt Reformation, yer they 
like not this Way, and that Way ; becauſe this lies at the bot. 
tom, they will not have a ſtrit Reformation : God knows all * 
this. : 

Come to the Repreſentative City it ſelf, to the Conrr of Al- 
dermen, and Common-Conncel, God knows how things are 
carried there, what #»/xitablexeſs there'is many times betwixt 
your Fpirits, and your Places; He ſees there is never a one | 
of you but hath a Pxblique Place, and thereby advanced to 
ſome depree of honor ; and yet I doubt God may beholdin ; 
divers of you a change, in a Publique Place a Private Spirit «| 
Ok ! it werea moſt rare thing, London Would be Jeruſalem 


indeed, and Jeruſalem in its luſtre, if once it were comete.} 
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when they. meet together in one place, in one Coxrr, i 


. ceeding ative, when they moved in-an. inferior Sphere, .when 


for i. 4 
(Right Honorable, Right Worſhipful, and Welbeloved) 1 be- 
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.iouſly obſerve your ſelves, 


- BS ME 
o ARE. IP AT 49 t., 4 Ss " » LY : s " 
Fe Sn OT a? VOTE IS 3 IR I RIOT 5 On 2 > Sony TY 2 og ST. —- A 
Bo . » % > 3 4 Th. a MF ES." 6: EEE: — 8 An Ba 1 4 5? PE ot Le OAT To £ & 2 IO * 
FRE” LOI EPA eo TAME ECTS IG a RR FAA ts Bs ELK i IT SG 3s” os nt ts i. has 
_ aotiane ox fs 6 Wb ns 5 PRE 19 Coaf&n 2 NES + Wa Kew FE —_ TIE; " _ a > — war > - 
EE RY © Fr ea Ta Ce ey $.- Dy 2” 3 CAR" : EN Ko > ny ow” CInn 4 x © Ss 
oF dh, 7 *; & # F.-Y 4 SS % *n b 5 EAT - 7 © & OA * 
F / d, : WE 4 = 5 4 . 2 f 
LO 3 d ES 47.25 3% Þ « 3, 
x E x 
by - 
DD " $0 
” wo bes. 
{1 f i a 


coald come there with one Jeare, and with ene Spirie; and all baud; eng” 4 
having no other deſign but this in common, To advance the glory of the = 
glory of God, and the belt good of cbe Cizy : This were the way Coe. a 
indeed to make” you a. Cizy of Rightronſneſr,” But the Lord © OF 
knows, it may be many that before they were choſen Commors- 
Conncel-men, ſober, grave, aRive "Chriſtians for the Pablike | 

good, great bleſ in the Wards, in the-Patiſhes where they 

did live; and then being advanced, grow Pragmatical, or it 

may be growinto ſomething likes Fa#/o»7 : 'Some probably . 

on the other hand, more heavily, and politiquely , and carnally : 
complying out of ſelf-ends: It may be ſome thac have been ex- 


- 4 y-<2 


they.come. up to. a higher Orb, ate fo worldly wile, icblunts 
their Zeal. There was wont tobe great complaints,” he was a 
cellor, but a bad Fudge, advancement ſpoiled him : God knows _ 
whether any thing like this lies at any of yoar doors; never fo <>... 
good as when Common-( onncel-man, to lay-no more. . ' Bi 
Now therefore, wiſely and ſeriouſly conſider, what Spirie 
ats you in your (y-meetings, what is the greatelt Enpinier el 
that drives you on, whether ir be the P«blike good , the Lord 505 
knowsit: .And for the very Government of the City, whether =, 
ſometimes you be not more zealous in your own things, and en 
more remiſs in the things of God; the Lord knows this :Whe- = 
ther ſometimes you be not more indulgent ro the rich,and pinch oo 
the poor moſt ; how-much care you may ſpend and exerciſe ro _- = 3 
maintain your own pes, 1. and keepup the Honor, and ES 
the reputation of the City, and it may be too exceeding faznr, 4 4 
anttification of the * #1 <M 


and flat, and dw#, when it comes to the pow 
Lords day, and parity of - the Ordinaxces, magnifying of . 
(rift, there nu hs (may be) as if your as mhicls 
were knockt off: If it be ſo, God kxows it, and wil reckon 


Teech you now lay your hands upon your own hearts, and fe- 
s, as in "or more private Yor, 
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charged upon any one, I know not : Bug Fſo far love the (ry, | 
and would have you prize the comforts of your own (onſciens” 
ces, as to take the advantage of this day, and refle& upon your - -| 
ſelves, and ſweepevery man before his own door. "People rhat'& 
are abroad inthe Countrey have heard ſo much of the fame; 
London, ſince theſe things began, that they come here v 
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bh hat youhave done with your Parſer, and _ Noor on Dn, 
4 pres nhcie loner, (they diave great rhenghes of Lotliny © 7 
t'wheo they ſhall come- up/ hither , and in ſome of your _ _ 
v- hops, and finde as bad dealing here, asin the Conntrey; andir Wy S 


gay be deal with ſome of their Officers, and finde as parts; .; 
dealing hereas"in the (ountrey ;: You know not_what ſad re- = 
porrs arecaſt upon the Cicy.by this means: and if you would 
avea; lovely picture drawn of” London, both athome anda- 
broad, I befeech you, -Let it not be in vain that the Lord: hath 
| put it into your hearts to. meet ſolemnly this day, bu let there 
E4 be ſome good fruit of it: And I hope cvesy man will take ſome 
pains this Evening (or ſoon after): that he may cake. ſometime 
ro view all the Pages of his whole courſe, and: when he findes 
any Errata, or any thing amiſs, as Lord Major, is eAldermar, 
as Common: Ce ouncel-man, Or Officer, chat. inthe conſideration ; 
of this, That God knows all things, you will fall-down before 
him, Ks 2 gone” Peccavi, and ſay, Lord, I know ſuch a 
thing hath been amiſs, and Ldelireall may be reformed. 
£4 And fo I have done now with the ſecond ground obſerve 
able in the words. I hope I ſhall not oppreſs you. _ _. ___,- 
You have heard that our hearts have a power of ſelf con- 
TY . demning, and ſelf-abſolving ;- You have heard likewiſe , That « "+: 
4 God knows, the great God hath an All-ſeeing, an All-ſearching © = 7 
| eye, knows all things, ſees how ic fares with us: Bur Mz 
4 then, . =p -. 
PE The ſelf-condemning_ of our hearts, is a certain pledge of 3:0bſere.” > 


j greater condemnation from God. E 
7 And why ſo? Becauſe Conſtience is but Gods Agent, it is his 
"7 Vicegerent in oxr breaſts. That God might carry all-things 


Y ighteouſly at the Solemn and great day of Fudgement, he im- 
L ploys this [ſubordinate Officer here to Record all things ; fo 
then two Books om. 2 Jo the Book of Gods Zudgement, 
onſcie 
+ 


and the Book of axr xce ; and they will agree like a 
pair of Tallies, there will be a concarrence betwixt them in all 
particylars : God , he does imploy Conſcience , if that con- 
demn thee, and if that be not fatisfiag, bur till accuſes thee, 

thou mayeſt tremble at the thoughe of it; God-himſelf will 
WE 2 OT D 2 © _ condemn 
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in. condemn m—ary hſt, Irv _ gory J 
There muſt wer be ſatisfied, till God be ſatisfied in and throwrh C brit. © 
be purity 1" ond Whey pr is firſt ſatisfied in avid through "5h, then Gol 
ey 000.” Wilt ſatisfie Conſcience. 1 confeſs, that many a mans conſcience 
pleaſe Gd, holds his peace; that isin a very M condition ; but-conſcience - 
clſe conſci- never ſpeaks. peace, but when thou art in a good eftate before 
will never  Godobrongh Chriſt. T1 doubt there may bemavy ignorant men 
—_ ” here, that may be bs/d, Why,” Conſtience troubles ns+ not; and 
by peace, accnſes me not; poſſibly it may beſo: bur thy Conſcience may 
be ſtnpified, and rorgue-ryed, and thouall this while ina moſt 
dangerous condition ; thou art afleep in the Devils Cradle all 
this time :' but when®nee Conſcience comes, not onely to hold 
his peace, bot to ſpeak; peace, that is a great advantage to thee : 
(that thou ſhalt hear of 'by and by ) But if nothing can ſarisfie 
thy Confcience ; thou wonldſt appeaſ®thy Conſcience; and © 
quiet it, and gocſt to Prayer, and it may be comeſt ro Sermons, 
and yer /Conſcience nibs thee, follows and dogs thee from 
placers place, and'thou canſtnot reſt: Certainly, if thou have 
fuch a miſ-giving,” ſelf-condemning hearr, it is a clear ſign that 
yet God himſelf isnot at peace with thee. Sometimes (indeed) 
a very honelt heart may be troubjed, and much perplexed (I 
would not have any abuſe this, for there is a troubled Con- . 
= ſcience; that is yet a good Conſcience,becanſe then trowbled more 
Nee: for funing againſt God,then for any thing elſe)But if thy heart do 
SIE condemn thee for a wilful hving in ſuch a fin,as being obftinarely 
defeFive (for here the Apoſtle ſpeaks principally in this, itn 
wanting love tothe Brethren) if your hearts condemn you in 
' this, that you do.not love tr«ly one another, you can haveno © {| 
folid peace : For I dare boldly fay, That there is never aman ' 
er woman in the world that hath a good Conſcience (hough a1 
troubled Conſcience, Which may be good, When not comfortable ) \. - | 
but they do love the Brethren, and love the Saints, and they de * | 
not live in any groſs ſen, and they ao wo” themſchues in any +. | 
Chirige Hitle fin. Batnow, if thy heertindeed do condemn thee, as-. 
by _—_ not having that which is an nndoubted (evidence of grace, nor *.; 
conſcience, . the loweſt degree of grace, as, wer Waflowing in any ſing 
net allowing thy [elf un Wvy the leaft Wicked Way, Which-is ins * 
eonfiſtent with the truth of grace thas explaind, it is a cer= 
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tain ſign, t thatthou-ca & as yet expe? nothiol} bur condemnation 

01 6G ef i. F "1 {ES 

Ni dog (by way of uſe); Beware; O ona of 4 
ing, of polluting your own ( onſciences ; know this, Conſcience. , , 

| e4 yr theref 4 gwen be bribed, will —— 
corrupted, when once it hath received its Commiſſion from hitn, 

- ts awakened by him : This is the very nature-of Conſcience 
(obſerveit) whiter things wither and dye, then (itmay be) , | 
Conſcience lives : when a mans teeth falls-our, his hair falls off, Note. 
and his hearing is gone, and his eyc-ſight loſt, thar he cannor fee +, | 
without SpeRacles, ec. according to that clegant deſcription 
of old age by So/omen ; then: his Conſcience begins to live E<«l-12 
more vigoranſly,g When he comes to dye. '' It may be thou that 
haſt been ar» Atherſt and dal hearer rwenty or thirty year#to- 
gether, and very little more edificd by all the' Sermons thou haſt A 

| heard, then the /eat upory-which thou /ateff; for this, when , 
thou comeſt to dye, thy Conſcience will torment thee : Olv! | _ 
it is a dangeroits thing to ot live your Conſeiences ; you may | 
out-live.your Trading, and Honor, and yet overcome that (at 

= /caft have comfort nrder it ) butto loſe your Conſciencey to be E "© 
= 7lnmnadredef 4 good Conſcience, it is the Worſt of all Plundrings': {1 Dy. 


Applic. 


Aman had bercer laſe all the wor}d ten rhonſand times over, ES ; | 
thento loſe God, and Conſcience ; no enemy like to Conſet- fo IA 
ence (befides God himſelf, who does imploy and-a&t it) a "5 


million of enemies are not ſo much as a terrifying Conſcience. . _ 0. By, 


Divines have a - great diſpute ( many of them ) where Hell _ 4 


frould be ; truly, you need never make an enquiry, Gd can it; Fe RC 5 
make a Hell in. any one of your Conſciences: andif God ſhould ,-1.x hang id; ww 
open any of your eyes at 'this time, that have lived in wicked- conſcience. © 
neſs all your days, and fet Conſcience on work to torment thee, "© 17 EY 
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thou wouldlt ſoon kxow where Hell is - 1f God ſhould bur ler > +: EM 
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and diſcover what a ſecyet wanton ſuch a one hath been, and 2 
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And therefore Pbeſcech you, becauſe that a bad Conſcience- 
is a pledge, an evidence of greater condemnation ; Take heed - 
how youbaffle, abuſe, break wich your Conſciences. Give me . 
- leave to propoſe this ſhort Dilemzmato you here ; Inſtancein 
any fin, either you know it to bea ſin, or. not. know it : Sup- 
poſe Drunkenneſs, or in Swearing, or in Lying, or in Unclean- 
nefs, or in Sabbath-breaking, or ©»: Want of ove, whoever you 
. are, you know it either to bea ſin, or you de not know'it; if 
thou doſt know ic tobe a ſin, what a blinde: Arheiftical (on 
ſcience haſt thou ? if thou doſt know ir, and wile ſtill live 1n it, 
then what, a feſtred Conſcience haſt thou ? This is plain lane 
gage, but it is very Wholeſom ; no danger to _hear of it now, 
bur- if it be your doom to feel it at that lefighand when, you” 
come to Judgement, there it will be too late, then you can ne. 
ver make your. peace with Conſcience, but art eternally un- 
done. Too many men. do deal with Conſcience { very unwiſely) 
as men do. with Bayliffs : Suppoſe an Officer ſhould have order 
to Arreſt ſuch a man, it may behe will give the Oicer, Bayliff 
or Sergeant, or what you caft him, five ſhillings, or ten 
| ſhillings, and he ſpares him ; but alas, poor man, the debr rams 
91, aud the Crediter Will be at the charge of a new Writ : So,you | 
Never ex- Ccometo a Sermon, andit may bea iparkof 77th falls upon 
peR to come Your Mindes, and you go homea little convinced ; and what 
pound will you do ? you will-go to. forme company to rub it our, this 
with conſci- Sermon came cloſe tome : bur you have a jolly Way in London; 
be _ ic may be get to a Tavern, and drink away with a pinte of Sack - 
_ wi, Twenty Sermons, and with a pipe of Tobacco blow them a- 
God himſclf way, ſo you can wear out thoſe ſtrokes that the, Word of God 
hath had upon you : Oh ! what call you this ? there is a fime. 
ple bribing of the Sergeant, but the grand debt runs on ſtill: 
Diversin And then it may, be God will break thy Eſtate, and take away 
wy have thy wife or children, or thou haſt loſt ſo: much at ſea , bue 
tc, Eng thou doſt comfort thy ſelf, I have ſo much left yer, and though | 
too greara You be ſad for the preſent, yet you may get up again ; but then 
latitude it may be a greater croſs comes after this; and if. all this break, } 
therein. wor thy Conſcience, it Will break. thy neck in the. cincluſion, and Nl . 
ſend thee packing to Hell, out of Whencsthere Will be no Redenwa 
ption : Thercfore, I beſeech you condider it, if youhavea 
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| *condemining Conſcience, it argues there is a greater condemna- 
tion to beexpeted : Conſcience will joyn with God asa Wit- 
neſs and Judge againſt thee._ OPTIO 
'., Ler me adde this in the next place, andendeavor'to-ſer it a 
little more on ; Conſcience, as it wilknever be bribed, ſo it is 
(indeed) ſuch a worm as never dyes: In Mark g. 44. you 
hear there of a Worms that ou net, and a fire that never Will 
be extinghiſhed.: I believe ſome of you know what the head- 
ake, or the Tooth-ake, or the Gout, or afit of the ſtone means; 
ſuppoſe Eternity ſhould be added to one of theſe, if you ſhould 


*have an eternal Tooth-ake, or an everlaſting fir of the. Stone, 
Adde eternity to an evil , and it Leſſins de 


would not'this be a fad thing ? 


wakes it infinitely evil : What will it be to have an. everlaſting ferfe# Di. 


ſtinging Conſcience ? a fire flaming in you that never Will be 


ex. vink, de Dei 


tinguiſhed ? Oh | this will be the woful fruit of ſuch a bad **""%*- 


Conſcience ; and therefore take heed of ſuch a ſelf-condemning 
heart. - % 


If our heart condenon us not , then have We confidence to- Vee 10. 


Wards G 6d. 


To have. a ſelf-approving , a ſelf-abſotving heart. before Obſerv.4.. 


God, ts a pledge of our acceptation from Goa. 

When thou ſhalt come. to read over the ſtory of thy life, 
and finde that God hath wrought this grace in thee, and that 
God hath likewiſe taught thee to- walk conſcionably be- 
fore him, and to love the. Brethren, and to love them in deed 
and in truth : Oh! here is a pledge of Gods acceptation of 
thee; for that argues indeed,” Thas God tu thy God, if he have 
given thee a ſelf. approving heart, a ſelf-abſolving heart ; He 
hath made ſome. impreſsion upon thy heart, ſomething of him- 
{ef there, given ſomething that is an evidence of thy ſince- 
rity, and of his accepting of thee in Chriit, and that he owns. 
thee in him, who by h#s-b/00d hath ſatisfied Divine Juſtice for 
thy fin, and then haſt thow grounded confidence towards him :; 
Why confidence gowards him ? He is thy God: For doubtleſs 
(as Tintimated before) if God -hath given thee a ſelf-abſolving, 


cording to.the rule of the Word, God is thy God , and God: 
-gcing thy God, thou haſt confidence in kim, and mayeſt go and: 
© 0 OA pray 


* aſcif-approving heart, a heart approving thy ſelf to him, ac-. 
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* *The beauty and ſweetneſref an 0 


n bim-thy Father, and doubt not (bur God will. hear thy 
Prayers. -- ] | 


- I-muſtforbearthe further Confirmation and Explication of | 


this, this being the third Exerciſe, and the ſeaſon hot, and di: 
vers ancient Citizens preſent, whoſe chearful patience ſhould 
- And che firſt Uſe that I will make of it, is this : : 

You may pleaſeto look back to the former Obſervation, be 
cauſewe ſhall have occaſion (they having fo great affinity) to 
link rhem both rogether a little in the Application : e-L /e/f-" 


condemning heart , that 


pray to him, « 70 the Father of the Lord-Feſw Chriſt, and _ 


PRE 
-% 
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- 


argues wndoubted condemuation from - | 


Gas A jelf<abſolving heart does intitle ns to: acceptation With 
1. Take heed then (in the firſt place) that you do not reſt in. | 


ſach a condition, wherein you have not your own hearts to ap+ 
prove Jon, and to abſolve you. And not to inſtance in any other 
particular, or /to return to thoſe generals we mentioned be- 
fore, I will keep to that that ſeems to be the eLpoſtles inten- 


*Hiow- here principally, ſpeaking of their heart condemning of them 


{-+ Want of love to the Brethren. + ; LEP 

As you profeſs your ſelves Chriſtians, take heed that you be 
not found ſuch, that your heart does not condemn you, as in- 
deed rot loving one another in trath, not loving one another in 
reality.” This day, it is an Uniting day, as well as a Praying 
day (do far as I undgſtood the iritenc' of it) it was in part 


asta ſeck God, ſo to prevent and remove all Fealouſtes, and | 


all 06ftru@#ions, or whatever might hinder a happy Union be- 


twixt the (ours of eAldermen , and ( ommon- Conncel, that | 
you-might preferve. Love ard Peace in'the City. Oh! therefore,l 


beſeech you, Take heed of any thing that may give occafion to 
own hearts to condemn you. . | 
- I have ſome A 


thuker, that there ivn0-mone treo love pagan yes. HIER 
Reve Brethren and Fellow-Laborers have commended 
© Ps Ste af / | h , 
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ents to prove (I ſhould be glad if you | 
will be well able:to anſwer them) that ſome age ina guilty con-: | 
dition ; and that however you may complement aud bear it ont; 
that your hearts are full of ſelf-condemaing, even in this par- 
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| and Brotherly Accommodlation, Wm, : "8 


Stedfaftneſs, «Altivity and Unity ; Give me leave now toadde Mr.calumy 
a plain Emphaſis to all that, co endeavor, as God (hall enable 92: 1 Cor. 
me, to drive this Nail to the head, that it may be faſtened in 6th E 
every one of your hearts,and to put you uſon a ſelE-examining, Burge: on? ka. 
and ſelf-conſidering , whether you are able now to approve Plul.122.3, : 
your ſelves thus ro God, That you have. Spirits ſertled and 45+ 
compoſed, and effeftually combined in this happy Unity ; that this 
might be the glory of London, tobe a City compatt Within it "9122.3, 
(elf, Which Was the beanty of Feruſalem. | 
Youhave had Zeal for the Publique, and. have let go your 
Aſoney (bleſſed be God that hath put it into your hearts to 
be ſo zealous) yea, have loſt much Morey, and many of your Wo 
Friends, and God forbid now you ſhould loſe your ſelves for <a 
Want of love. | | " 
A great Politician ſaith , That England is x huge mighty A- 
"2imal ; (he tells you alſo what he thinks of Frarce and; Spain ) 
but he gives this Charater of £»g/and, That England is ſuch 
an Animal, that Will never dye , unleſs it kill it ſelf: Truly, I 
hope the ſame. of Londen, that it will ever dye (to ſpeak as 
men) «nleſs it kill it ſelf; And I know no more compendious 
method to ſtifle and undo your ſelves, then for want of love : 
Oh! whata victory would this be to the F/ood-thirſty Adver- 
 AF/aries? when all their plots could not break you, you ſhould 
| break one another through. your Diviſions ;- What a triumph 
would there be at Oxford ? how would they inſult ? if thae 
when they could not reach you, you ſhould bite and tear one 
another : Bleſſed be the Lord, that hath pur ic into your hearts 
to extinguiſh what ſparks there are , before they come to 
flame. | | 
Too many Citizens (I doubt) herein do over much reſemble Some Argu- 
their Gardens, which are full of goodly Txlyps, beautiful to the ws = tha 
eye, but neither good for pot or ſmell; fo they have a pompons much want 
love, a ſpecious hindeneſs, in exchanging ſome Viſits and Invi- of this ſweer 
rations, but little or no conference to the good of one anotherg flower of 


. | brotherly 
ſouls, little or no »/efwlneſs to one another in reference to the [7.7 7, 


Publike:. This appears, - Garden of 
__ _- TI, Becauſethere is fo much Zxvy in the City : Now certain- London. 
=. ly Envy proceeds from want of love ; forif you did love one 

01 RE ed _— another 
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Gal.5.x5. 
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Diſcovering another indeed,you would heartily-rejoyce in one anothers 
Arguments But, alas, that ſuch a one ſhould have a Place rather then 1, and 
« Sp of fich/a"one (honld have more Power, and more »flnexce thent 
1. Enivy-ar- have;Oh ! many-mericannot bear it: What call you that,rrulyir 
gnes want of is want of Jove.; ſuch a man wants love to his Neighbor that 
love, he envies ; and he wants alſo love to the Pablique', if he envies 
another man that is abler to do the Service of the Publique then 
he is : were there love to the Publique, if there were any man. 
in the City more ative, and firter for the work of the Pab» 
| Hque then he is, he would rejoyce that ſach a one is called to it; 
this would argue love indeed. 
And then, that there is ſuch adecal of cenſwuring : Oh ! that 
2. Cenſurirg argues defeRt in love too. How do Brethren cenſare and 
k one another ,,,2,. one another : The Lord knows it is too much amongſt 
y Be at Miniſters ; T wiſh Atl whom it concerns may be humbled for 
bi " it: And people cenſare their Miniſter, and one another, be-" 
= - cauſe they do not-all concur- and comply ; ſome are of dif- 
= ferent 7:dgemerts, ſome are of one minde, ſome of another , 
wn in things of leſſer conſequence, who condemn one another, Vie 
not ſay as much as Papiſts and Proteſtants, but truly it is in 
danger to grow to it: As it-is abroad now, Latherans and 
Calvinifts both pretend to be for Religion and Reformation, 
but it is a cauſe among them, that Rel;gion much ſuffers, and 
the progreſs of the Gofpelis very'much obſtructed by it. Take 
heed of cenſuring ; this is want of love, 
3-Opprelſing Further , hereis another Argument, not onely from Envy, 
+] £2 not only from Cenſuring,bur indeed from your eppreſſing others 
wand 0 VE in Taxes and Levies, and fach kinde of ways, When thimgs are 
carried on with extreme partiality, and with unjuſt indulgence 
ro-ſome, and ſeverity unto others ; what call you this now ? 
. K is want of love : Becauſe, didſt thou love thy Neighbor as 
thy ſelf, thou wouldſt do nothing to thy Neighbor, but what 
thon would have thy Neighbor do tothee, tn the ſame po- 
fture, in the fame janure and concurrence of circumſtances, 
which oor $2vier makes the rule and expreſcion of real love. ©: 
And then likewiſe, when you are ſo [gh in your deſigns and; 
under takings, and ſo far prefer your ſelf-ends before the Pub-; 
hque ; this is ill want of love, The Apoſtle was a Prophets 
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in 2 Ti. 3. beginning, In the laſt day ſhall be perillors times ;. 

Why > A4en" ſhall be lovers of themſelves. T know not any 
thing-that this day'dges indangerthe Parliament party in En 

gland , the City party , thoſe that are hearty for God and his 

Cauſe, then the predominancy of ſelf-love ; for men now love 
theinſelves better then the Kingdoms, better then the Church, 

better then the State, love their own Eſtates, their own advan- 

cages alle chen aſl ; and this expoſes them to abundance of 

ſnares, becauſethey love themſelves inordinarely : O therefore, 1 Tim.s.g. 
ſteer all Publique Councels even according to this very rule, 1 : 
beſeech you, you that are of the Courrt of A/dermer,, and 
{ommon-Conncel-men,” conſider , That the leſ5 [elf-love you Note for 
bring With you to your City Tranſattions, the better you are to 508: 
manage all your Affairs : Oh ! it were a happy thing, that 

every time you come to appear in your Sezate-howſe, you could 

leave ſelf-love behinde you, and fay, I will go: now, not as ſuch 

a man, and ſuch aman,/ and as I'gm at home, but T'lego as one 

of the Ciry, and-as one of the Repreſentative Body; and if Self 

would ſtep up, and put in it ſelf, Stand by Self, "the City muſt 

firſt be concerned, and the Publique mult firſt' be minded : The 

Lord put this into the hearts of them in Government, thus in- 

deed to prefer the Publique - good: before themſelves ; we 

ſhould have moreccauſe to rejoyce in that, then for any Yiftory * 

that ever yet the Citizens had: "And I am confident in this, If 

the Lord would help Parliament, and Kingdom, and Afembly, 

and- Armies toconquer this Boſom Enemy, this that leads the 

Faction here, this predominant ſelf-love, it would bea greater 

cauſe of trinmph,then ever we had yet for any Victory (thoagh 


. we have had many glorious ones) as long as ever you are | 
"4 of Envy, or full of Oppreſiion, or full of Cen/aring, or full of 
Wy Selfiſhneſs, it argues you want love. 

Es Then give me leave in the'next- place, tobeſpeak your love; 


it is the work of the day : and as yon would approve your ſelves 
inderd ts God, and asYou World have confidence in Ged, and as 
you would expe& acceptation to God, and would be welcom to 
the Throxe of Grace, when you go to Prayer, and finde favor 
©. With God; Then, labor to take our this Leflon, get a ſelf-ab- 
= ſolving heart in this particular, that youare ſare you have = 
E 3 I 
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A ' The beauty und ſweetneſs of an Olive Branch of Peace,  ** 
= If there were more love amopgſt all perſons of quality ; £1 
: Common-Councel-men, and thoſein | 
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ein place of PoWer, did ofte? 
meet together, not to nouriſh. prejudices ohe againſt another, 
nor foment differences, theſe things Wou of (love, and 
incentives to #t : You have heard ſometimes ta ifferences 
between the Hozſes, Oh ! what a fad thing were this? as that 
the Houſe of Commons, may be, ſhould have ſome jealouſies of 
the Peers, and the Peers ſometimes of the Howſe of 03s; 

p if there have been any ſuch jealoufres, or miſanderſtandings, 
then you know P#blique things have not gone on ſo well: And 
now truly men begin to ſpeak of the City, you had better hear 

: : of it in this place, then from other men who love you not ; 

_ There is difference ſo between the Court of Aldermen, and 

F {ommon-(, onncel-men, and now they begin to diſpute abour 

their Priviledges, and there grows Debates and Contentions : 
- The Lord, if itbe his good will, hear our Prayers this day ; 
Oh !-that there might be a ſpring opened this day, that might 
waſh away all prejudices, and jealouſies, and ſuſpitions, that 
both Court and Councel might be made oxe, ix reference to the 
Pwblike. T know not any thing would joynt you, and ſoder, and 

3s cement you together better then a Spirit of -Zove : If there 

3g were but a Spirit of Love to at the Common-Councel, and to 

-2 - aArhe Court of Aldermen, you would ſweetly imbrace one 

another. And I beſeech you take a word (though it be out of 
my Sphere} yet from a Miniſter of the Goſpel take it,who de- 
fires to be faichful ro your ſouls, and to the City ; 1 # plain 
and Wheleſom advice : When there was ſome ſmall diviſions 
, betwixt the' Houſes of Parliament , Oh |! ſays one Citizen, 
would to God they would leave diſputing of their Privileges, 
and joyn againſt the (ommon Enemy : And when there hath . / 
been any claſhing in the {-mies, Oh ! would the Comman- 
ders would let them alonetil] they come to their Gariſons in 
the winter, and then let them debate it , onely now let us go on 
vigorouſly againſt our Enemies. 1 belceeh you (worthy (ti- 
zens) do ſotoo: If there be any diſputes about your Court _ -| 
arid {ouncel, let them fleep ; God forbid you ſhould: betray or - 
proſtitute any of them, onely be ſo wiſe, as to take the /zaſan-# 
' ableſt time to difpme them, if your diſputing of them inthis:Þ 
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nick ſhould ſer all on fire; when you ſhould joyn. ſes and 
hands; and all againſt the common Enemy, for you to fall all 
to pieces amongſt your ſelves, ſurely you will diſparage your 
ſelves, and deceive the world, that expets ſo much wiſdom, 
and zeal, and courage, and faithfulneſs to the pooions Cauſe 
| from Loxdor, that if now jealouſies and miſund —_— 
ſhould creep in, and ſcotch the wheel, how would people 

fruſtrated of their expeAations , that: have ſuch thoughts of 
London ! Be pleaſed to ſuffer theſe things to enter into your 
molt ſerious thoughts ,- and make it appear that love does 
ſpring, and that you do not over-love your own Priviledges, or 
any thing that is your own, when it comes in competition With 
the Publique. I love every man ſhould love that that is to be 
loved, in a dwe proportion, according to its ſhare, with reference 
to Chriſt and his Cauſe : There are now great things on foot, 
and (bleſſed be God) we have heard ſome welcom news this 
day ; Is not this very comfortable, to hear good news in our 
Wor ſhipping of God, and ſeeking for peate, as if God Wonld in- 
courage us to pray, and endeavor more after it * What news is 
it? Seven chonked perſons in Tawnton relieved, where were 
ſo many precious ſouls of the countrey got together, and that 
now when Heaven was beſieged with Prayers of the Saints, 
God himſelf hath been pleaſed to be overcome, and to raiſe 


the Siege of the Enemy. Hereis rich encouragement for the Plal.24.6. - 


Generation of trne Facobites. 

You have an Army 0z foot, and a great deal 6f prudent and 
ſpeedy care is required, to conſider how it ſhould be wair- 
rained, and how to manage theſe publique 4ffairs. molt dexte- 
ro«ſly : when there comes a. winter ſeaſon, when there is no 
. ſuchtime, nor need for ſuch vigorous motion in theſe Exter- 
prizes, then diſpute your Privitedges, and then Write Books, 
and then debate what is between the Common-Councel and 
Court of Aldermen; and then enter as ſerious and deliberate- 
conſultation as you will , and ſer the ſaddle wpon the right 
horſe, and let every man have his due ; but rake heed now you 
| kt not in your Enemy,by making a" Breach amorg#t your ſelves; 
. when-you keep Court of Guards that coſts you ſo many thou- 
, ſandsa year, negleft not the Guard of Peace and mutual _ 
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Book 2. 


If you give up the City, this famous flouriſhing City, into thein 
Os by your diviſion, how will Rexee, -and oy and all the 
World (that are Enemies to the Cauſe of God): 771umph; 
that they have got a Victory over thoſe that they counted thei 
greateſt Enemies to their grand Defign ? Where is your love, 
worthy Citizens | get this ſrif-abllving heart : The Lord * 
grant this may be ſuch a Uniting day, that this Church may be 
a:grave to: bury all the beginnings of Diviſion, and that you 
may go out of Gods preſence glewved rogether., And why 
thould not we expe it, though therebe ſa many defilements 
that may. provoke God to blaſt all, he being a God hearing 
Prajers?. but all.our work is not done when our prayers are 
done ; we will obſerve what good frait zs come of onr prayers 1 
you will have it in every Book, The City. had ſach a meeting, 
and they met together; And for what ? ſome will ſay, For 
to humble themſelves, and to pray to God that they may be 
United: Then the next week the queſtion will be, What news 
of it? how we bleſs God forit? If now the Court of Als 
aermen, and Common-Councel might joyn as one man , then 
they ſhould conclude, God hath heard their Prayers, and ac- | 
cepted of their endeavors: Certainly, this is a bleſſed deſign, 
and mot proper for this days work. REPO: 
It will not be unſeaſonable to acquaint you with the prudent 
carriage of Menenins Agrippa, who by a witty Parable (no 
wonder our bleſſed Savior delighted ſo much in Parables, they. 
being ſo prevalent to perſwade ) compoled the great Diſtr ations 
amonglt the Romars,, The chief Magiſtrates Were agrieved, 
thinking the inferior Commons had too many advantages : Ups , 
0n 4 time (ſaith he) the other pirts of the\ natural ; Bu 
plained, that all their care and induſtry muſt be to makg provi. | 
fron for the ſtomack,, Whileſt that fits quiet, enjoying the plea» | 
ſures we bring in to it: Hereupon the other party combine to: 
tame the ſtomach: by hunger , ſo that the hand. Would nat reach 
meat to the mouth; nor the youth retejue it , Which. ſnddenly 
brought the whole bogy to an extreme Conſumption : Hence the, / 
neceſlary uſe of the ſtomack did moſt clearly appear, that asitf: 
received ſtrength from their.care, loby a reciprocal mflux', 
helped to convey nowriſowent to the Wholg., There needs no-Ay 
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plication. In' the Bedy Politick,, whether of City or Kinys Note. 
dom , mutual m_ nun neceſlary, letit be asacteptable, leſt 
yoxr jarring yeu breed a Conſumption in the Whole. | + 54 

irs me 2 to ſubjoyn that which I thought of, 'that m | 
that holy man Ezra, He | 7 1 a Faſt at theriver Ahava, Ezra 8.21, 
that they might ſeth of God a right way for themſelves and their 2253+ 
little ones, and all their ſubſtance. And what was his reaſon? A 
very pious and worthy one, and I would gladly think fo well of 
this worthy City, that you had as good a reaſon for this meet+ 
ing; Becanſe we (lays he) bad ſpoken to our King, ſaying, TH 
hand of our God i upon all them for good that ſeek him ; but his 
power and his Wrath is againſt all them that forſake him : I'vas 
aſnamed to require of the King a band of ſoldiers, and horſemen to 
help us againſt the enemy. Here was a good man had ſpoke 
great things of his God; and now, if he d have gone and 
deſired-the King, that was but a Heathen, Pray Sir, let us have 
a party-to guard us through the Countreys , what would he (:1941ize 


have thought of them 2 what, have you ſaid ſuch great things an Heathen + 


of your God, that he hath ſought you out, and what need you Prince. 
my men to guard yon? He thonghe this would blemiſh them, , 
and therefore he ſeeks God, that they might finde out a Way, and © 
mt bring a ſcandal upon him, nor give advantage to the bloody 

enemy that ftood Watching againſt them. | 

I hope this was the Deſign of the Right. Honorable, the 

Lord Major , and the Common-Councel , and whoever were 
Agents in this buſineſs ; you begin to be afraid of ſome heart- 
burnings, and jealonfies, and you thought if it ſhould break out, 
how the. enemy Would triumph, therefore you will ſeek (God by 
Faſting and Prayer, for a right Way to znite you + The Lord be 
bleſſed for putting this into your heart ; ſurely rhe Scriptare- 
Way ts the beſt Way ts conquer all theſe jealonſses that have been 
among you, namely; Real love one to another : and,” Thope you 
will have a good fruit of this days prayer, in ſome more ſweer 
harmony of Spirits, in the two gtarid points of Biffereace 
amongſt you'; | "IE 
1, In Charch matters. 


_ 


+2. In Civil matters. 
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$2 The beauty and ſweetneſs of an Olive Branch of Peace, 
of necd to preach this DoRtrine to London, you have had much _ 


RE 


% 


Cm faid to you already concerning weſer/edneſs in Opinion: trulyyit 


ers loycly. is a fad condition, yet I would not have people d5/comraged at - 
it, for it was always ſo in Reformation-time, in Latheys time 
and others : As __ ww Sun —_— its as wa are 69s 1] 
up a great many fogs and vapours; 10 1t 15 when the Sun of righ 
reowſneſs ariſes, there is a great deal of liberty many —_ 
themſelves, and many wanton and wicked Opinions there are 
abroad; there are in Gods garden many unfavoury weeds (The. | 
Word who knows it remove them ) What ſhould we do ? Oh! let 
us improve our utmoſt, how we may bring things toa happy 
Union. And for the Church, I have but two things to fay to 
compoſe all the Differences : 
I. You have heard already many ſcafonable hints concerning 
Unity, and the commendation of it ; it is 4 Work like God him- 
2 Cor.5.19- {e/f, ro be a Reconciler : God Was in Chriſt reconciling the world 
rs himſelf. And I deſire heartily, that Miniſters, and ("itizens, 
and that all ranks and forts of people now were Reconcilers: 
; There are too many Incendiaries, and I fear, not any one-plot 
of the Jeſuits againſt the City more then this (and I am confi. | 
dent, if you have Jeſuits as} we ) yor have their Plots and | 
Deſigns, to raiſe up Diviſions about Church-government. A 
great deal of talk there is about Differences between thoſe you 
call Preſbyterians,and Independents and yen uleall their wits to 
heighten the Difference to the utmoſt ; and if there were but 
half the pains to /eſſer, as there is to greater them,T ſhould hope 
we might joyn heads and hearts, and all without any ſuch for» 
midable breach, as ſome think. What do people think ? Surely, - 
one party mult be abſolutely broken,if God gives us the wiſdom ' 
Iam.:.27, and ſobriety that is from above, firſt pure, and then peaceable; 
I hope there may be a Reconciliation of both, without the 
Deſtruction of eicher : Certainly (though thereare, I belies, ; 
extremities on both ſides ) yet both too good to: be cams. + 
founded.. Now I would have this confidered, many drivea& MF // 
this Deſign, and God knows there is a great deal of animojilil 
in it ; ſome Presbyterians, I doubt, would be willing ro deſi 
the Independents, though they ruine the Publique in it-z7adl 
fear , ſome Independents would do fo for them + Dow 
. - ++; <8 
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| plain to the Conſociation of ns Cherches inthat Claſ. 
lis : Theſe Miniſters will require the-/Paftor and. Elders of that | 
| (ongregation. to give them. an account, .why-they did-Zxcoms. _ 
owncare lucha man? they will hear it; and: when; they have 
heard it; , they will figde they did well orill; and if well, :thry 
wit! confirmir by an accupslative power, and: tay; Fow have | 
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